
Hey West Orange County,

Happy early Independence Day! I hope you get to spend time with
loved ones this week and reflect on the values of liberty, equality, and
opportunity that continue to inspire us all.

The appropriately-named Independence community already kicked off
their celebration on Saturday, and it was a great time for the hundreds
of families in attendance! Special thanks to Fire Rescue Engine 44
and our Orange County Sheriffs for helping out. 

Since there isn't a Board of County Commissioners meeting this
week, we're sending out this newsletter to highlight local updates and
events. Be on the lookout for your usual BCC preview this weekend.

As always, follow us on Facebook and Instagram for daily updates
on all things West Orange County, and feel free to reach out to us at
district1@ocfl.net. We would love to hear from you!

In Case You Missed It:

https://www.facebook.com/NicoleWilsonD1/
https://www.instagram.com/nicolewilson_d1/
http://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=473e8f11-c8f0-4f7a-b6f4-c87a13dcfea6




Last year, our Board passed the Accelerated Transportation Safety
Program to complete transportation projects using existing county funds.
Through this program, the above street lighting and roadway safety
improvements are coming to West Orange County. These improvements
will be rolled out over the next several years, creating safer conditions for
our pedestrians, bikers, and drivers alike.

For more information, click here.

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/ca88ac4f25c74786b0756104b11a8b5c


More infrastructure updates: here's a quick look at the sidewalk projects
currently on Public Works' construction list in our area. Many of these
roadway projects stem directly from your feedback, and we already have
additional projects in the queue! West Orange County has long needed
improved pedestrian safety and connectivity, and these projects are a
significant part of addressing that need.



Our Housing and Community Development Division now offers down
payment assistance for first-time homebuyers in Orange County!
Click on the link below for details on this program, and please share with
anyone who you think may qualify.

Click here to learn more.

The D1 office participates in
the Healthy West Orange Trails
Connection, which brings together
partners to promote, activate and
enhance our local trail systems.

As part of that effort, we need your
input on how we can enhance the
safety of our invaluable trails and
paths. Let’s make our community a
safe and comfortable place to walk,
bike, and roll for all.

Click here to take the survey now !

I am so excited about the launch of Orange County’s Citizens Academy!
Have you ever wondered how Orange County Government operates its
programs and services?

This is a chance to get a behind-the-scenes view of your county
government in action with the Mayor’s Citizens Academy. Residents can
apply for the 9-week interactive program to engage with county leaders,
explore key facilities, and enhance their civic knowledge.

Click here for more info .

Mark Your Calendars:

https://www.orangecountyfl.net/Portals/0/Library/Neighbors-Housing/docs/Down Payment Assistance Flyer.pdf?v=2
https://www.facebook.com/healthywestorange?__tn__=-%5DK*F
https://arcg.is/HmHT00
http://ocfl.net/MayorsCitizensAcademy?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2y5v8wMUsY31e0kpFDPg0zv_QfFNUuswoz10hUiMmovmVvmHCozRwsUS0_aem_G-KERM7dZAGvY1ogPLGmrQ


7/3 from 10am - 2pm: Open Day at Nehrling Gardens

Location: 2267 Temple Ave, Gotha, FL

History and ecology collide at the truly one-of-one Nehrling Gardens! Visit
the garden for a day filled with nature's splendor, perfect for families,
friends, and garden enthusiasts alike. Explore the breathtaking
landscapes, vibrant flower beds, and serene walking paths that make
Nerving Gardens a true gem in our community. There's something for
everyone to enjoy.

7/4 at 8:00 a.m- 10:30 a.m.: Winter Garden 20th Annual All
American Kids Parade & Breakfast

https://nehrlinggardens.org/event/open-day-at-the-gardens-54/
https://www.cwgdn.com/693/20th-All-American-Kids-Parade-2024-July-


Location: Winter Garden Masonic Lodge, 230 W. Bay St.

It's the 20th anniversary of this down-home tradition that started back in
2004. Kids, wear your red, white, and blue and parade through historic
downtown by foot, bike, scooter, wagon, etc. Wave to family and friends
as you walk, or grab a favorite curbside viewing spot and cheer on the
parade as it goes by.

7/4 from 9am - 11am: Windermere 4th of July Pancake Breakfast

Location: Windermere Town Hall, 520 Main St.

Windermere's most savory event is back. Bring your own toppings to pair with
pancakes and sausage. The Town will provide butter, syrup, and coffee/juice
while supplies last. The Historic Preservation Board will offer tours of the 1887
Schoolhouse. This event is free and open to all!

https://town.windermere.fl.us/event/4th-of-july-pancake-breakfast-3/


7/4 from 6pm - 10pm: Winter Garden Party in the Park &
Fireworks

Location: Newton Park on Lake Apopka, 29 W. Garden Ave.

Winter Garden's big fireworks show starts at 9:15 pm! Bring a chair or
blanket and pack a picnic for a fun night under the stars and colorful sky.

7/5 at 10:00 a.m.: OCLS
Countdown to Kindergarten

Location: 221 N. Arrington St.

Starting July 5th, join OCLS in
Oakland for "Countdown to
Kindergarten!" This six-part series
helps preschoolers strengthen early
literacy skills for kindergarten and
provides caregivers with tools and
resources for continued learning at
home. To get the most out of this
series, please attend all six sessions.
Recommended for adults and children
ages 4-5.

No registration required. See the flyer
for details!

https://www.cwgdn.com/699/Party-in-the-Park-Fireworks-2024-July-4


7/6 from 10:30am - 11:30am: Library Pop-Up in Horizon West

Location: Waterleigh Community Clubhouse 16150 Pebble Bluff
Loop,Winter Garden Fl

While the groundbreaking for a brand new Horizon West library is coming
soon, you can frequently find OCLS hosting great events at the Waterleigh
Clubhouse.

July 6th, Enjoy Mark Alan and his travel buddy Bixby's fun and interactive
comedy magic show that you won't forget. Who knows — you may even
get to be part of the show!

7/7 at 9:00 a.m- 1:00 p.m.: Homegrown in Horizon West

Location: 16016 New Independence Parkway

Don't miss Homegrown in Horizon West, a vibrant monthly market held on
the first Sunday of each month. Enjoy live music, yoga classes, artisan
and food vendors, and more. All ages are welcome, and there's plenty to
see and do, from Cars and Coffee to supporting local nonprofits. See you
there!

https://horizonwesthappenings.com/news_posts/join-us-at-homegrown-in-horizon-west-at-hamlin/
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