
Hey West Orange County,

Spring is springing and District 1 is as bustling as ever! Our office has
a lot of plates spinning at all times, and we try hard to encapsulate it in
this newsletter. From the family events, to the local heroes, to the
legislation — both local legislation we're excited about moving
forward, but also state legislation that threatens our ability to govern
locally. Whatever you're here to learn more about, I hope we can
provide it to you.

As always, follow us on Facebook and Instagram for daily updates
on all things West Orange County, and feel free to reach out to us
at district1@ocfl.net. We would love to hear from you.

Certain apps may cut off the end of this email, so If you're using
Gmail, make sure you click the ellipses at the bottom of the
newsletter to view the rest of it.

Updates & Events

https://www.cfpublic.org/environment/2025-03-19/florida-bill-undo-rural-boundaries-clears-first-committee
https://lg5q7vkab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TqBSJC6XOKludYGI_ikG4eK0uhu99hqXlCQBUJGZ5SBiAxjul02LvsQkY3QoczCv_mn03VegQBSPfNcSbq4pAaOtRtUWpCvpZsWwyNuxBc6Fq6EuE456mOzc4IIa6RSsH9mttkksLdlB5oFjmFZwHpAgN1JfgVVUoIw3EBXJ50P6fNr3oiGHFg==&c=30Ocy57wLtCKw5w3Hl_foro1bW6MR0j06ueseTX6bS5gU5jZ16XzMg==&ch=QnmNWox_S3_-EZcDlD_EkeJWLKMsbnVDWN0_NgzWsaJIkLt396XP1w==
https://lg5q7vkab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TqBSJC6XOKludYGI_ikG4eK0uhu99hqXlCQBUJGZ5SBiAxjul02LvhJf3OKJ1W-IiApxxPeLNnAFEHpo-0o6PSAo4Yf7LMUYz58pTCGtxPn_fTcio_pAWoUIiVFpES8aU5TSeq0SDA54VzK3LtEg27NM2IrcIKrKN7AeUBDvRPsCGfl4kjbb_g==&c=30Ocy57wLtCKw5w3Hl_foro1bW6MR0j06ueseTX6bS5gU5jZ16XzMg==&ch=QnmNWox_S3_-EZcDlD_EkeJWLKMsbnVDWN0_NgzWsaJIkLt396XP1w==
mailto:district1@ocfl.net
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=0eaca3db-2086-429c-9829-82cac04eb0f6


April 19th, join us for a BIG community event we have been working
on — the first ever District 1 Safety Expo! We are combining family
fun and important education into a day you won't want to miss. Our
first responders will do hands-on demonstrations, local favorites will
be supplying food, and dozens of community partners will be there to
supply you with info and souvenirs.

​You'll learn about bike safety, safe driving, emergency preparedness,
mental health, and find out about community resources from all over
Central Florida. Mark your calendars now!

Click here to RSVP.

https://www.facebook.com/events/1156814329082104


Horizon West: after hearing from nearby residents and our office, the county
has conducted a study to address safety issues along Hamlin Groves Trail. On
April 1, join us at a community meeting at Cinépolis to learn more about
potential solutions and provide your feedback. See above flyer for details.

On April 5th, join us to celebrate 100 years of Windermere at the
Centennial Country Fair! Bring the whole family and enjoy a day of music,
rides, carnival games, food trucks, and much more. Click here for tickets
and more info.

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/towcountryfair/1532261


In November, Orange County voters determined that two new commission
districts will be established, bringing the total from six to eight.

That means the redistricting process has now begun, and your input is needed.
There will community meetings in each of our districts to gather your feedback.
The meeting in District 1 will take place on April 23 at the West Orange Rec
Center.

Click here to learn more about the redistricting process, meeting dates and
how you can submit a public comment.

Thank you to our volunteer friends who joined us for our D1 Day of
Service at Orange County Animal Services!

Something as simple as spending time with a shelter animal can make a
world of difference. It’s worth doing everything we can to improve their
outcomes - including supporting the ongoing plans for a safer, smarter
shelter.

Join us next time we volunteer at the shelter, or click here to learn more
about volunteering.

http://ocfl.net/redistricting
https://bit.ly/4c0Anss


Congratulations to our District 1
Citizen of the Month, Patrick
Ferguson! 

We first knew Patrick as an advicate
for safer, smarter growth in Horizon
West. This year, Patrick has
answered every call to volunteer — at
food giveaways, diaper drives, Animal
Services and more.

I recently appointed Patrick to
represent our district on the county's
new Transportation Mobility Advisory
Commission. It's a volunteer position
best occupied by someone with our
community's best interest at heart.
We appreciate all the work you do for
District 1, Patrick.

If your home still has unrepaired damage from Hurricane Ian, you may
qualify for funding via the Orange County Recovers Program. This
program will utilize grant funding through our Housing and Community
Development Division to assist residents who qualify as low-to-moderate
income.

Click here to learn more or apply . Funding will be distributed until it runs
out. If you think you may qualify, it's worth looking into this program as
soon as possible.

https://orangecountyrecovers.com/


Orange County Public Works has made important upgrades to the Reams
Road/Ficquette Road/Summerlake Park Boulevard intersection to ease
traffic backups and improve safety. To help keep traffic moving, the Traffic
Engineering team:

Extended the Summerlake Park Blvd through/right turn lane
Optimized traffic signal timing
Added new pavement markings & signs
Improved drainage with curb & gutter construction

These upgrades will enhance traffic flow and safety while long-term
improvements are on the horizon, including additional lanes and a
roundabout at the Summerlake Park Blvd. intersection.

Take a quick survey if you live in the Silverleaf area and want to
provide input on the plans for a new 5-acre neighborhood park!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SilverleafPark


BCC Meeting: Proclamation

Proclamation recognizing March 29 as Developmental
Disabilities Awareness Day in Orange County

Because Developmental Disabilities are often "invisible" or difficult to
categorize, there is sadly a lack of legal protection and
accommodations available to the DD community. Thankfully, groups
like the Orange County Disability Advisory Board and Magical Self
Advocacy are working to change that. Sometimes a little bit of
understanding goes a long way. Here's to everyone who works to
make a difference in the lives of individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities.

BCC Meeting: Consent Agenda

Approval of Contract for Housing Connection Services, with
Housing Connector, Inc.

This program will provide a range of housing services for
approximately 270 people per year, including emergency rental
assistance, damage mitigation funding, and other flexible
financial supports to reduce housing barriers and promote long-
term stability.

Approval of Contract for 3 Bridges Program and Housing



Services, with Grand Avenue Economic Community
Development Corporation, a.k.a. Pathlight Home.

This contract will provide bridge housing, short-term rapid
rehousing rental assistance, case management, and supportive
services to Orange County homeless individuals 50 years of age
or older.

Approval of Contract for Orange County MATCH Program
Counseling and Case Management Services, with Hope Center
for Children and Families, Inc.

This contract provides a dedicated team of clinicians who will
serve Orange County youth and families utilizing MATCH, an
evidence-based clinical treatment used to treat children
experiencing symptoms related to anxiety, depression, post-
traumatic stress, and disruptive conduct.

Agreement between Orange County, Florida and Coalition for the
Homeless of Central Florida, Inc.

This program will provide rental assistance to approximately 100
qualified individuals or families experiencing homelessness for a
period ending December 31, 2027.



Approval of Amended Silverleaf Road Network Agreement, which
provides for a $5,000,000 County contribution to expedite the
construction of New Independence Parkway.

In order to expedite the construction and guard against further
escalation in costs for the New Independence Parkway
Extension, the Agreement commits County funding in the amount
of $5,000,000 and recognizes additional funding assistance from
Central Florida Expressway (CFX) in the amount of $2,500,000. 
If approved, it is anticipated that construction of the New
Independence Parkway extension could occur within the next
few months.

BCC: Public Hearings

Case # CDR-24-10-259: Kensington Church PD Amendment
(Click here for more info)

Request is for a PD substantial change to increase the number
of students for preschool use from 50 students to 150 students.
​​The Kensington Church PD contains approximately 10 acres,

https://occompt.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7142242&GUID=3CCC6E00-7E6D-4CFB-9C0E-B8DA9A8C24F8


and is generally located south of Old YMCA Road and west of
Lake Hickory Nut Drive.

BCC: Work Session

Vision 2050/Orange Code Update.

Vision 2050 lays out the blueprint for Orange County's growth
over the next three decades, while Orange Code establishes the
development guidelines needed to bring this vision to life.
Together, this set of updates will encourage smarter, more
sustainable growth than the outdated policy we are currently
working with. 
The primary purpose of this Work Session is to update the Board
on the progress of the Vision 2050 and Orange Code initiatives

https://www.orangecountyfl.net/PlanningDevelopment/ComprehensivePlanning/Vision2050.aspx


since December, as we prepare for adoption public hearings
scheduled for this spring.



ABC's of the BCC

The Board of County Commissioners meets every other
Tuesday.

Come on down!

Board of County Commissioners meetings occur every other Tuesday with a
morning agenda and an afternoon agenda.

The early agenda allows public comment on any topic at 9:00 a.m., where a
constituent may come to the Orange County Administration Building in person
and give your thoughts on any item except for a public hearing, which is later.

Work Sessions or items on the Discussion Agenda are up for debate by the
Board and are not voted on.

Public hearings begin after 2:00 p.m., which include zoning variances, public
appeals, ordinances, and more. This is where constituents can submit public

comments in person on a specific issue.

To attend the BCC, please find information here.

As always, do not hesitate to reach out to our office with any questions or
concerns at district1@ocfl.net

https://www.orangecountyfl.net/BoardofCommissioners/BoardAppearanceandpubliccomment.aspx
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