
Hey West Orange County!

This week at the BCC has been busy! We accomplished two major
advancements for our community, from making it easier for our unhoused
individuals to receive temporary shelter to helping our cute exotic critters
avoid unsafe commercial exhibits. Please visit the following links to stay
informed:

The Board voted unanimously to bring the Sloth World discussion back before
the Board in October for further consideration. *Subscription Required*

Orange County leaders explore options to prevent another Sloth World
tragedy.

The Board also voted on the temporary overnight shelter ordinance, which
addresses hosting unhoused individuals in van-style shelters.

Positive changes in our community cannot happen without collaboration
across the Board and from different levels of government. Now is the time
to exercise your civic duty and vote to elect leaders who are willing to
listen to residents and work towards solutions that matter most. Early
voting is happening now through Sunday, August 16.﻿

Gentle Reminder: Orange County will be voting for a new Mayor and
introducing two new Commissioner districts!

﻿Want a printed sample ballots for the Primary Election? Voters can request one
by phone at 407-836-2070, email at sampleballot@voteorangefl.gov, or in person at
Orange County libraries, Tax Collector locations, and city/county senior centers.

View your voter registration information, including your assigned Election Day
polling place, sample ballot, and upcoming election dates here.

https://www.orlandosentinel.com/2026/08/05/orange-county-aims-to-slash-exotic-animal-imports-after-sloth-world-deaths/
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/2026/08/05/orange-county-aims-to-slash-exotic-animal-imports-after-sloth-world-deaths/
https://www.orlandoweekly.com/news/orlando-area-news/orange-county-leaders-explore-options-to-prevent-another-sloth-world-tragedy/
https://www.orlandoweekly.com/news/orlando-area-news/orange-county-leaders-explore-options-to-prevent-another-sloth-world-tragedy/
https://apps.ocfl.net/eAgenda/archive/Agenda_08-04-26/Agenda_08-04-26.pdf
https://apps.ocfl.net/eAgenda/archive/Agenda_08-04-26/Agenda_08-04-26.pdf
mailto:sampleballot@voteorangefl.gov
https://voteorangefl.gov/check-your-status/


What We've Been Up To

Tildenville Backpack & Hygiene Drive

Last Saturday, we had the privilege of distributing hygiene kits and backpacks
at the Tildenville Community Park to help students prepare for the upcoming
school year.

Throughout the summer, it has been incredibly rewarding to bring our
community together in neighborhood spaces, strengthen connections, support
local residents and young people, and provide essential resources to families.
Thank you to all of our community members and partners who helped us
make this happen.



We are grateful for the opportunity to serve our neighbors and look forward to
continuing these efforts in the months ahead. Wishing all of our students a
successful and exciting school year!

To stay up-to-date on upcoming food, hygiene, or back-to-school drives, follow
our office on social media and see more resources here:
linktr.ee/NicoleWilsonD1.

Maxey Community Center Lunch & Hygiene Drive

Thank you to everyone who joined us at the Maxey Community Center last
Thursday! It was such a joy watching the kids enjoy activities and walk away
with hygiene kits and school supplies to prepare them for the school year
ahead.

The West Orange Boys & Girls Club was thrilled when the rain finally cleared,
allowing them walk over to the Maxey Community Center and join in on the
fun.

A special thank you to the pastors of Church of the Messiah, the proud
sponsors of this wonderful event, for their dedication and generosity. Your
support helped make this day possible.

https://linktr.ee/NicoleWilsonD1


District 1 Leadership Council Meeting with Guest Speaker
﻿Tax Collector Scott Randolph

Thank you to Orange County Tax Collector Scott Randolph for sharing data
on property tax collections, Save Our Homes, and the varied impacts the tax
system has on new versus older homeowners during last Tuesday's
Leadership Council meeting.

Following the presentation, Leadership Council members participated in a
productive discussion, identifying key priorities and outlining the issues each
subcommittee will focus on in the months ahead.

To learn more about Amendment 3 and its potential impacts, visit here.

https://www.ocfl.net/OpenGovernment/PropertyTaxAmendment3.aspx


New Supervisor of Elections Satellite Office Opens in
West Orange County!

We're proud to welcome our very own Supervisor of Elections satellite office
at the West Oaks Mall right next to Scott Randolph's Tax Collector office,
making it easier than ever for West Orange County residents to update their
voter registration closer to home.

A heartfelt thank you to our Supervisor of Elections, Karen Castor Dentel, for
making this new office a reality and everyone whose hard work made the
grand opening such a success.

It was an honor to celebrate alongside Tax Collector Scott Randolph,
Commissioner Mike Scott, School Board Member Anne Douglas, Mayor Rusty
Johnson, and other community leaders and residents as we marked this
important milestone for our city. Here's to making voting more accessible and
continuing to strengthen civic engagement in our community!

Make your voice heard this election season. Check your voter registration
status, find your polling location, and learn more by visiting here.

https://voteorangefl.gov/


Sunridge Elementary Hygiene and Backpack Drive

Thank you to all of the families and students who stopped by our table on
Thursday morning at Sunridge Elementary to pick up backpacks, school
supplies, and hygiene items. It was wonderful to connect with so many
members of our community as everyone prepares for a successful
school year.

Access to these essential items helps students start the school year with
confidence, reduces barriers to learning, and ensures they have the tools
they need to focus on their education. We are grateful for the opportunity
to support our students and families and wish everyone a fantastic
school year!

On Your Radar



Property Tax Townhall

Property taxes are all the buzz! One thing is certain: Constitutional Amendment 3
could reshape homestead exemptions and the funding behind public safety,
environmental protection, traffic, and infrastructure across our county.

Hear directly from your local government representatives about the potential
impacts and how this proposal made it onto the November ballot. Join us for an
informational session that breaks down what it means and answers your questions
about the amendment and its potential impact on the government services funded
by ad valorem tax revenue.

Register here.

https://forms.gle/quLN3m97rMFv67T79


D1 Community Legal Assistance Day

Commissioner Wilson and the team is exploring the launch of a Community Legal
Assistance Day that would connect residents with volunteer attorneys and trusted
legal professionals to provide free legal information, brief consultations, referrals,
and educational workshops.
﻿
Before finalizing the event, we want to better understand the legal needs of our
community.

Your feedback will help determine:
⚖️Legal topics residents need most

⚖️Attorney specialties to recruit

⚖️Workshops and resources to offer

Take the Survey here.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfVbltJupR0G7UNIzUMOstJk_3K3p5FZsw0nBWPGjasDJrN3Q/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=113361863439213027666


2026 Theme: Families Have Fun Together

Families are encouraged to take time to share a meal together and to discuss the
theme for the year with specific prompt questions. Families then take a family
picture with their notes/drawings of their family discussion and submit the picture
with their entry form (below). The lucky winning family is awarded a “staycation,”
which includes a two-night hotel stay and tickets to Orange County theme parks,
where more memories are created!

In partnership with Informed Families of Florida, families are invited to enter the
Family Day Photo Contest. The winner will receive a $100 Publix Gift Card. 

Learn more here.

Association for the Foundation for OCPS Fall 2026 Teacher Impact Grant!

It's time to shine! Applications for the Foundation for OCPS Fall 2026 Teacher
Impact Grants are officially open.

Do you have an innovative idea that will inspire students, strengthen learning, or
bring a creative classroom project to life? We want to help make it happen.

Teacher Impact Grants provide funding for projects that enhance student learning
through engaging, innovative, and meaningful educational experiences. Whether
your idea supports STEM or the arts, we encourage you to apply.

Applications are open now through Sunday, September 6, 2026.

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1533094385498405&set=a.468531851954669
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1533094385498405&set=a.468531851954669
https://weekofthefamily.org/


Know a teacher with a great idea? Please share this opportunity with an educator in
your life so every school has the chance to benefit. Great ideas deserve the
opportunity to grow, and together we can help create even more meaningful
learning experiences for OCPS students.

Apply here.

The 2026 Contest is opening soon!

Each year you are invited to nominate your grandparent for 'Grandparent of the
Year'.
﻿

Your grandparent must live in Orange County, Florida.
You can enter married grandparents.
You will write a 250 word essay about your grandparent.
Judges will review all entries and determine the winner.

The winning Grandparent(s) will be featured on the cover of Grand Magazine
and win a night’s stay at Wyndham Lake Buena Vista Hotel.

Learn more here.

Upcoming District 1 Events

https://www.cognitoforms.com/FoundationForOrangeCountyPublicSchools/_20262027TeacherImpactGrantApplication.2h
https://weekofthefamily.org/grandparent-of-the-year/


Windermere’s Weekly
Farmers Market! 

Enjoy a wide range of vendors
offering fresh produce,
seafood, breads and pastries,
coffee, hummus, candles,
soaps, essential oils, clothing,
jewelry, craftwork, flowers, and
more!﻿
﻿﻿
﻿📆 Every Friday from 9:00am to
1:30pm (Weather Permitting)
📍 Town Square Park, 520

Main St, Windermere, FL 34786.

Learn more here.

Yoga at the Lake 

Immerse yourself in a
restorative mindfulness
experience. Join certified
instructor Felecia Bryant for a
meditative hike and /or yoga.
Suitable for all-levels, these
sessions are designed to help
you slow down and reconnect
to your true nature, surrounded
by the beauty of the Oakland
Nature Preserve. ﻿

📆 August 9 at 9:00am
📍 Healthy West Orange

Boardwalk at ONP, Machete
Trail, Oakland, FL 34787.

Learn more here.

Home State Run Club

They meet every Monday night at
6:30pm for a group run that starts
promptly at 6:45. We will do 45
minutes of running on an out and
back course.

All paces are welcome- run or
walk. Then join us afterwards for
15% off YOUR ENTIRE TAB at
Home State Brewing Co!

📆 August 10 & 17 at 6:30 p.m.
📍 Home State Brewing Co.
16016 New Independence

Pkwy, Winter Garden, Florida
34787﻿.

F3 Horizon Heat Free Men’s
Workout Group

Free, peer-led men’s workouts in
Horizon West. All fitness levels
welcome!

This is a weekly event that
happens every Tuesday and
Saturday.

📆 August 11 & 18 at 5:30 a.m.
& August 15 at 7 a.m.

📍 Hamlin Green Space, 14111
Shoreside Way, Winter Garden,

Florida 34787.

Learn more here.

https://www.town.windermere.fl.us/page/farmers-market
https://oaklandnaturepreserve.wildapricot.org/event-6761908
https://horizonwesthappenings.com/events/f3-horizon-heat-free-mens-workout-group/2026-08-11/


Learn more here.

Story Time in the Garden

Bring your imagination and enjoy
a special Story Time with Brianna
from the West Oaks Library at
Nehrling Gardens. We'll read
together, create and fun craft, and
children can even take seeds
home to start their own garden.

📆 August 8 at 10:00am
📍2267 Hempel Ave, Gotha, FL

34734.

Learn more here.

FLAMINGO CROSSINGS
Monthly Block Party!

Join the lively summer street
party packed with music, family
fun, and weekend wind-down
vibes. Presented by Advent
Health , this free community
event is the perfect excuse to
grab dinner, meet up with friends,
and enjoy a fun night out.

📆 August 14 at 6 p.m.
📍 13200 Hartzog Rd, Winter

Garden, Florida 34787.

Learn more here.

Creative Connections Choir

Ready to Sing? Join the Creative Connections Choir today! In partnership
with Healthy West Orange, this six-week choir experience is open to Vibrant
Members and the community.

Led by local legend Dr. Jeffery Redding, participants will rehearse favorite
hits from The Beatles and The Beach Boys before taking the stage for a

https://horizonwesthappenings.com/events/home-state-run-club/2026-08-10/
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1505470758289723&set=gm.1483375383787237
https://horizonwesthappenings.com/events/2nd-fridays-at-flamingo-crossings-town-center-monthly-block-party-2/2026-08-14/


community showcase on Sunday, September 20. Showcase location to be
announced.

📆 August 12 through September 16
📍1200 E Plant St, Winter Garden, Florida 34787.

Learn more here.

Free ASL Classes!

Looking to learn something new?
Join us starting this Friday for
FREE American Sign Language
classes!

The Town of Windermere, in
partnership with Council Member
Mandy David, is offering ASL
classes for adults and teens. The
8-week course builds week to
week, so consistent attendance is
encouraged.

📆 Every Friday
*Beginners at 1:00pm

*Intermediate at 2:00pm

📍Town of Windermere
614 Main Street, Building 100

(Community Conf. Room -
Police Department)

Learn more here.

Homegrown Market at Hamlin
(3rd Sundays)

Homegrown Market at Hamlin is
your go-to open-air market in the
heart of Hamlin. Featuring local
makers, fresh food, live music,
and community vibes twice a
month. Shop small. Support local.
See you there!

Every 1st and 3rd Sunday of the
month!

📆August 16 at 9 a.m. & 2 p.m.
📍16016 New Independence

Parkway, Winter Garden,
Florida 34787.

Learn more here.

https://www.facebook.com/share/1Jsf56BHqY/
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1375374744690931&set=a.274848214743595
https://horizonwesthappenings.com/events/homegrown-market-at-hamlin-2/2026-08-16/


Habitat Financial Academy Workshops

This course is taught by field experts and is designed to financially empower
you by teaching skills such as budgeting, savings, debt management,
building credit, and homebuying basics. Strengthen your path to financial
stability and beyond with Habitat’s FREE course that is open to the public.
Register for our six-week session today!

📆 Every Tuesday from Aug 4 – Sept 8 at 7:00 p.m.
📍Virtual

Register here.

Horizon West American
Legion Meetup

Established in June 2023, the
Legion has grown into an award
winning resource and Veteran
connection to our beautiful
Horizon West community.

📆 August 18 at 6 p.m.
📍4814 Hamlin Groves Trl,

Winter Garden, Florida 34787.

Homeschool Town Hall
Brunch

This complimentary event is
designed to bring homeschooling
families together to connect,
share ideas, and discuss ways
we can strengthen and support

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/w75xsw9?source_id=4ba5b7c3-5aa9-48dc-8cd5-43bf89274a8c&source_type=em&c=


Learn more here.
the homeschool community in
Central Florida.

Whether it’s academic
enrichment, social opportunities,
clubs, workshops, or simply a
welcoming place to meet other
families, we hope to learn how
the Rosen JCC can become a
valuable community partner.

📅 August 19 at 12:00 p.m.
📍 11184 S Apopka Vineland
Rd, Orlando, Florida 32836.

Learn more here.

Smile for #CityHallSelfie Day

Snap a selfie at City Hall to show
your Winter Garden pride on
#CityHallSelfie Day. The annual
online picture-sharing holiday is a
fun way to express pride in your
hometown and appreciation for
local government service.

Pop inside City Hall for a free
Winter Garden Reusable Tote
Bag (which makes a great prop
for your selfie). 

📆 August 11 from 8 a.m. to 5
p.m.

📍1751 Rhode Island Woods
Circle, Orlando, FL 32824.

Reserve a spot here.

2026 Celebration Ceremony
for the 81st Anniversary of

Korea’s Liberation Day & the
73rd Anniversary of the
R.O.K. – U.S. Alliance.

Celebrate the 81st anniversary of
Korea's Liberation Day and the
73rd Anniversary of the ROK and
US alliance at Vision Church!

📆 August 15 at 2 p.m.
📍16796 Davenport Rd, Winter

Garden Fl, 34787.

Learn more here.

https://horizonwesthappenings.com/events/horizon-west-american-legion-meetup/2026-08-18/
https://horizonwesthappenings.com/events/homeschool-town-hall-brunch/
https://www.wgpd.com/m/newsflash/home/detail/761
https://www.instagram.com/p/DbbmNzJGQGJ/


Flamingos & Fuel Cruise
Night

Every month on the third
Thursday. Any make, model,
year, of car or truck is welcome.
We will meet in the parking lot
near Fit 2 Run. Hang out in this
new area of Horizon West and
enjoy drinks and food at the many
restaurants in Flamingo
Crossings, including Lime Fresh
Mexican Grill, Ellle Lou's Brews &
BBQ, and Pieology Pizzeria,
Simply Capri, and others. This is
a family friendly event.

📆 August 20 at 6 p.m.
📍13200 Hartzog Rd, Winter

Garden, Florida 34787.

Learn more here.

Arcade Takeover

Join in on the fun with this family-
friendly event hosting video
games, crafts, food and
giveaways.

For teens only, ages 13-18.

📆 August 28 at 6 p.m.
📍459 Ninth Street, Winter

Garden Fl, 34787.

https://horizonwesthappenings.com/events/flamingos-fuel-cruise-night-2/2026-08-20/


Upcoming Events in the County

https://centralfloridadiaperbank.org/
https://centralfloridadiaperbank.org/


Dance With The Crew Band on August 29

Put on your dancing shoes and head over to the cool Renaissance Senior
Center on Saturday, July 25, from 6 to 9 p.m. The event is open to ages 18
and older. Cost is $20 per person. All guests must register and pay online.

Questions? Email parks@ocfl.net or call the senior center office at 407-254-
9070.

Creating Impasto Flowers
﻿﻿

Let your creativity blossom in this
richly textured painting workshop
where flowers become vibrant,
sculptural works of art. Using the
expressive technique of impasto,
you’ll learn to build thick,
dimensional layers of paint that
capture the curl of petals, the
glow of sunlight, and the lush
movement of a blooming garden.

Homeschool Day at the
Telephone Museum

After each tour, students will
enjoy hands-on art workshops,
including printmaking, outdoor
sketching, 3D sculpture
crafting, and architecture
design. Join us just 15 minutes
from downtown Orlando for a
creative learning experience for
your entire family!

📆August 14 at 10 a.m.
📍231 W Packwood Ave,

Maitland

http://tinyurl.com/TheCrewAtRSC
http://tinyurl.com/TheCrewAtRSC
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnmzzoxjab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ZNOzmk1cAbYHcbdGNorv7WjdoVlCwgl_hznueveE6ptk7nzHl-E8Jd2lCppbWeLW96ODd4rbgZknwkN5hSv9Z4l2Jnl6e4UX25UnbO-yiadGYn42GEKCmF3zxU2cq4lYk_0GgD5kIb80_Ieem_Fdj5TynB4Dyx1olOScAaDJEAdLqqV21X4IF1OcNfV6Q7ZL3JjS1OxcS04DBeOKcDonHg%3D%3D%26c%3DbwMUF-JnItGfVclrky4yQXgSUk9GrlDanI6TyU7CKvRupELCZkGhJw%3D%3D%26ch%3Duk8nzoo4GNM_t7AgqRywTwB9Q2qqaPoklwsKeGTvnZP6XD1Gdadq4w%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cdistrict1%40ocfl.net%7C189cc4280a3f4c12f2e608dec19a67fe%7Cd054bfee60a64f9f8d90a10bc4585279%7C0%7C0%7C639161066113408416%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A8eLlfblMubHpmXGph1i0d2nqcJebzpLi1coE9ohKHw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnmzzoxjab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ZNOzmk1cAbYHcbdGNorv7WjdoVlCwgl_hznueveE6ptk7nzHl-E8Jd2lCppbWeLW96ODd4rbgZknwkN5hSv9Z4l2Jnl6e4UX25UnbO-yiadGYn42GEKCmF3zxU2cq4lYk_0GgD5kIb80_Ieem_Fdj5TynB4Dyx1olOScAaDJEAdLqqV21X4IF1OcNfV6Q7ZL3JjS1OxcS04DBeOKcDonHg%3D%3D%26c%3DbwMUF-JnItGfVclrky4yQXgSUk9GrlDanI6TyU7CKvRupELCZkGhJw%3D%3D%26ch%3Duk8nzoo4GNM_t7AgqRywTwB9Q2qqaPoklwsKeGTvnZP6XD1Gdadq4w%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cdistrict1%40ocfl.net%7C189cc4280a3f4c12f2e608dec19a67fe%7Cd054bfee60a64f9f8d90a10bc4585279%7C0%7C0%7C639161066113408416%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A8eLlfblMubHpmXGph1i0d2nqcJebzpLi1coE9ohKHw%3D&reserved=0
http://tinyurl.com/TheCrewAtRSC
mailto:parks@ocfl.net
https://artandhistory.org/event/creating-impasto-flowers/
https://artandhistory.org/event/creating-impasto-flowers/
https://artandhistory.org/event/homeschool-day-at-the-telephone-museum-5/
https://artandhistory.org/event/homeschool-day-at-the-telephone-museum-5/


Cost: $75 + $10 material fees

📆August 8 at 9:30 a.m.
📍The Cottage at Lake Lily,
701 Lake Lily Dr., Maitland

﻿
Learn more here.

Register here.

Access For All at The Orlando Museum of Art

Access for All at OMA is a monthly free day dedicated to the community. On
the third Thursday of each month, OMA extends their hours from 10 AM to 8
PM, offering free admission to all visitors. Each event will feature live
performances, educational experiences, and more!

Sketching materials will be available to visitors between 5 pm and 7 pm, and
a docent-led highlights tour will be held at 7 pm.

📆August 20 at 10 a.m.
📍2416 N. Mills Ave. Orlando, FL 32803

Learn more here.

The Library has a Place for Everyone!

Preschool Tales

Through picture books, songs,
and stories, preschoolers (ages
3–5) build early literacy skills and
prepare for reading and writing by

Senior Art Expressions

Explore your artistic side in this
guided visual art class.

Recommended for ages 18 and
up.

📆 August 15 at 10:30 a.m.
📍Windermere Branch

Library

https://artandhistory.org/event/creating-impasto-flowers/
https://artandhistory.org/event/homeschool-day-at-the-telephone-museum-5/
https://artandhistory.org/event/creating-impasto-flowers/
https://artandhistory.org/event/creating-impasto-flowers/
https://omart.org/events/access-for-all-2-2026-08-20/


talking, singing, reading, and
playing.

📆 August 13, at 10:15a.m.
📍Windermere Branch Library

(Ask at Desk)

Registration is not required.

Learn more here.

(Ask at Desk)

Registration is required.

Register here.

Podcast Listening Club:
Famous Feuds

Playlist episodes take a look at
Famous Feuds by diving into
some of history's most notorious
rivalries and what really fuels
them.

Ages 18 and up.

📆 August 17 at 6:30 p.m.
📍Dr P Phillips YMCA
(Conference Room)

Registration is required.

Register here.

Crochet Open Lab - Catch Up
and Show Off

Have a crochet project in
progress, we’d love to see it!
Drop in to work on your projects,
ask questions or just socialize.

Let's meet to catch up on all of
our projects and to show off our
finished work. Don't forget to
bring yarn and tools to this open
lab. 

📆 August 19, at 11:30 a.m.
📍Winter Garden Branch

Library
(Technology Lab)

Register here.

Check out OCLS Events

Youth Opportunities

https://attend.ocls.org/event/16652761
https://attend.ocls.org/event/16698130
https://attend.ocls.org/event/16688219
https://attend.ocls.org/event/16878764
https://ocls.org/classes-events/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpcGM&utm_campaign=21612927082&utm_content=166244699173&camp=21612927082&adgrp=166244699173&dev=c&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiA5pq-BhBuEiwAvkzVZThdqsYZghsTQnNLD6ZKedTFrbN-GDXfM7HRkTqdT7ml70tg4c32CBoCFqoQAvD_BwE&_event_location_front_end=offsite%2Csouthwest-branch%2Cwindermere-branch%2Cwinter-garden-branch


Head Start Open Enrollment

Give your child a strong start with Head Start!

We're now enrolling for the 2026-27 school year and our classrooms are
eager to welcome you and your child into the Head Start family. Our

award-winning program helps children develop early learning skills and
prepare for kindergarten and beyond, all in a safe and nurturing

environment.

Learn more here.

https://www.orangecountyfl.net/CommunityFamilyServices/EarlyEducationPre-school.aspx


Essay Writing Contest!

Encourage your children or grandchildren to write with this fun and easy
opportunity! It's a great way to build their critical thinking skills and writing

ability. This year's theme: "I Create Fun with My Family..."

Your Child Can Win Up to $100! Entry Deadline is Sept. 13.

Learn more here.

https://weekofthefamily.org/student-essay/


Hunter's Creek Homeschool PE Fall 2026

Looking for a fun, social activity your kid can do while homeschooled?
Hunter's Creek offers a Homeschool PE Program to Hunter's Creek

residents and non-residents. It is an opportunity for your child to meet
new friends, develop social and physical skills while joining other

homeschool kids for fun activities/games!

Season Dates: August 18 - November 5
Every Tuesday & Thursday

Learn more here.

https://hunterscreek.sportngin.com/register/form/615240010


Finding the Lost Sheep Mushrooms & Edible Flower Academy

Finding the Lost Sheep is starting a program for those aged 12 to 19, where
your child can learn how to grow mushrooms, compost, and build skills to

thrive!

Learn more here.

Grant Opportunities

https://www.facebook.com/share/1EbGTrr1yE/


Hurricane Season is Upon Us!

The Orange County Recovers Program has received 460 applications, 64
projects are currently under pre-construction/construction, and 10 projects
have been completed under the Hurricane Ian allocation. Applications related
to Hurricane Milton are also in progress, with 46 submitted to date. These
applications are currently under eligibility review.
 
If your home still has unrepaired storm damage from Hurricane Ian or Milton,
please do not delay in applying. Funding for these allocations are limited, and
applications are reviewed on a first-come, first-eligible basis.
 

For the most current updates on program progress, please visit the
dashboard.  
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Nonprofit Housing Repair
Grant

Provides reimbursement
funding to eligible 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organizations for
completing minor exterior
repairs on single-family homes
located in underserved Orange
County neighborhoods.

Learn more about the grant
here.

Nonprofit Safety Grant

Provides reimbursement
funding to eligible 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organizations
implementing community-based
projects that enhance public
safety and help reduce crime.

Learn more about the grant
here.

Lightning Round of Resources

Learn more about
Orange County

Recovers and its
services here!

Learn more about 8
Cents Coin Creators

and its services here!

https://engageorange.ocfl.net/nonprofit-housing-repair-grant
https://engageorange.ocfl.net/nonprofit-safety-grant
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https://www.8cents.org/programs
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Learn more about
the VA Resource
Navigator here!

Learn more about the
virtual Career Reboot

here!

Community Champion

This week, I'm proud to spotlight the members of our District 1
Youth Leadership Council!

These outstanding young leaders have inspired us with their commitment
to meaningful conversations and their work developing community-
focused projects together. Their dedication, collaboration, and initiative
continue to make my office proud.

https://www.prevention.va.gov/PCL/PCL-VA-Navigator.asp
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They even came together to raise the funds for their own council t-shirts -
a testament to their teamwork and investment in this program.

The future of our community is brighter because of leaders like them!

Subscribe to Our Newsletter!

As always, feel free to contact us!
📧: District1@ocfl.net
📞: (407) 836-7312﻿

Orange County Commissioner Nicole Wilson, District 1 | 201 S. Rosalind Avenue 5th Floor | Orlando, FL
32801 US
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